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The Aims and Objectives of the 
Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust
The Trust aims to:
 Assist those responsible for the care of places used for public 

worship which belong to a Christian religious body

 Make funds available to help places of Christian worship of all 
denominations with repairs and improvements to the fabric of 
the buildings and their contents, as well as their surrounding 
churchyards

Accordingly, it seeks to:
 Maintain a large support base whose annual committed income 

from subscriptions and donations will give a firm basis upon which 
to conduct its affairs

 Foster an informed appreciation of the history, architecture and 
beauty of the churches and chapels and so provide a way for the 
wider community to help to maintain that irreplaceable heritage

 Raise substantial amounts of money, primarily through the annual 
sponsored Ride+Stride, an event promoted by The National 
Churches Trust and supported by other County Trusts

 Co-operate with other bodies making funds available for the 
purposes set out above

We thank our supporters for helping to make all this 
possible. Indeed, there has never been a more important 

time to give to the Gloucestershire Historic Churches 
Trust. Please do continue to help us help churches!
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In 2019, all this happened!
Our mission is to help to renew the buildings of today 
for the Church of tomorrow. We do this by providing 
grants for fabric repair and improvements to churches 
used for Christian worship throughout the historic 
County of Gloucestershire.

Our funding comes from you, our supporters, from the annual Ride+Stride 
event each September, and income from our endowment funds. I would like 
to make special mention of the Summerfield Trust and the Stratton Davis 
fund of the Diocese of Gloucester who have supported us once again -  
as have so many of you. 

Glenn Duff has retired as the Ride+Stride County Organiser and he goes 
out on a high having achieved a tremendous result raising a gross £51,000 
including gift aid in his final year. 

Jonathan MacKechnie-Jarvis, in addition to masterminding our grant awards,  
has galvanised our operational side. He has been joined by Naomi Buckler, 
Mike Hayward and Ray Singleton to establish a Communications Committee to 
promote our activities. We have also welcomed Canon Michael Garland to our 
Council, and we thank Sylvie Pierce who has retired after eight years service. 

As we go to print the corona virus lockdown means that there has never been 
a more important time to give to the Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust. 
Maintenance and fabric repairs remain as important and urgent as ever.  
Wind, rain and sun have not disappeared during the crisis!

I close by thanking all our Trustee, Council and sub-committee members for 
their tremendous input. They all serve on an entirely voluntary basis enabling 
our expenses to be minimised. 

Finally, after ten years I will be stepping down as Chairman and am delighted 
that Colin Senior has volunteered to take over the Chairmanship.

Nicholas Talbot Rice 
Chairman of Trustees

Ride+Stride 
income increased 
to a record 
£51,000!

A totally new 
website was 
launched in 
December 2020

Grants of £152,000 were agreed in 2020!

Can you help us to help our churches?
Any donation helps make a difference! You can help us by making  
a donation which will go towards supporting the upkeep of churches 
in Gloucestershire, South Gloucestershire and North Bristol.
Donations can be made via Just Giving and can be a one-off gift or  
a regular payment. Plus, if you are a taxpayer you can also allow us  
to reclaim tax through Gift Aid. Just visit our website to donate:
www.ghct.org.uk/support/donate

Four new  
Council members  
joined us - significantly 
increasing the expertise 
at our disposal

Chairman’s Report

A new 
Communications 
Group has been 
created to manage 
the PR and 
marketing of 
the Trust

A new 
Chairman – 
Colin Senior - has 
been recruited 

We had 181,000 
views of 18 
pieces of PR 
coverage about 
Ride+Stride and 
grants

We promoted 
the trust, grants, 
Ride+Stride and 
local churches in 
138 posts on 
Instagram, 111 
tweets on Twitter 
and 123 posts 
on Facebook 

We completed 
our first 
professional 
photoshoot 
to increase the 
range of images we 
have available for 
communications
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Brand new website 
Our old website had become 
dated and difficult to maintain. 
So it was a priority for the new 
Communications Group to have  
a new site which was stable, 
secure and easy to update.  
With the help of YZ Designs of 
Yate we have now implemented 
an exciting modern site that is 
both user friendly and easy to 
navigate. Why not take a look 
now at www.ghct.org.uk

Refreshing Our Image 
Library
As you might imagine, we 
have lots of photographs of 
church buildings, as helping 
to look after them is our 
reason to exist! But when it 
came to showing how people 
enjoy them, we had very few 
images. So, on a cold and frosty 
winter morning the Nicholson 
family joined our professional 
photographer, Andrew Higgins 
of Thousand Word Media (a 
local Gloucester company) at St 
Peter’s, Haresfield. These images 
are already enhancing the new 
website and you’ll see more of 
them in this year’s annual report! 
Many thanks to the Nicholson’s 
family for giving up a Saturday 
morning for the Trust.

Photo above: Andrew taking photos. 
Photo left: The final shot on the website.

Sign up to receive the report and our newsletters by email, 

www.ghct.org.uk/newsletter-sign-up

How we’re keeping you updated

Public Relations 
We’d like to thank Andrea and 
Jess of Andrea Sexton PR for 
their services to the Trust over 
the last year.

Design  
We also hope you like the new 
look of our publications which has 
been created by Stella Edwards 
from Sugar Ink Creative working 
with the Communications Group.
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How we spent your money
We’re sharing several lovely stories in this year’s annual report 
so you can see how your donations go to help the churches of 
Gloucestershire, South Gloucestershire and North Bristol.

Saving precious wall paintings at Stoke Orchard,  
St James Church
The 13th/14th century paintings at Stoke Orchard, near Bishops 
Cleeve, were exposed in 1952, and are a remarkable survival.  
They cover all four walls of the nave and depict the life of St James 
of Compostela. 

Wall paintings are the most vulnerable of the treasures in our 
ancient churches. In the past, much damage has been caused 
by ill-advised ‘restoration’. It is essential to understand what 
is happening to the paintings, so the first stage is detailed 
environmental monitoring which will inform the conservators  
of any fluctuations in humidity, temperature, and light levels. 

We expect to hear more from Stoke Orchard in due course, once 
conservation proposals are decided upon. The work is bound to 
be costly. Meanwhile our Council member Adam Klups, who also 
happens to be the 
Church Buildings Officer 
for the Diocese,  
will be walking the 
pilgrim route to Santiago 
de Compostela, in aid of 
this worthy project.  

Initial grant for the 
cost of the study, 
£1,500

Statement of Financial Activities
for the year ended 31 December 2019

Income 
Funds

Capital 
Funds

Total Funds
2019

Total Funds
2018

£      £       £       £
Income
Donations, Legacies and  
Charitable Activities
Subscriptions & Donations £28,892 £28,892 *£39,082
Stratton Davis Bequest £10,000 £10,000 £10,000
Grant from Summerfield Trust £10,000 £10,000 £10,000
Ride & Stride event – gross 
income £40,143 £40,143 £45,894

Investment Income £74,830 £74,830 £72,035

Total Income £163,865 £163,865 £177,011

Expenditure
Grants & Raising Funds 

Ride & Stride event **£19,537 £19,537 £19,808
Other fund raising costs £13,164 £13,164 £8,250
Grants payable to Churches £152,000 £152,000 £151,000

Other support costs £5,572 £5,572 £9,525

Total Expenditure £190,273 £190,273 £188,583

Gains/(Losses) on Revaluation of 
Investments (Unrealised ) £228,264 £228,264 (£169,512)

Net Movement in Funds for Year (£26,408) £228,264 £201,856 (£181,084)
Total Funds brought forward £103,194 £1,580,522 £1,683,716 £1,864,800

Total Funds Carried Forward £76,786 £1,808,786 £1,885,572 £1,683,716

Assets
Fixed Assets Investments £1,808,786 £1,808,786 £1,580,522
Net Current Assets £76,786 £76,786 £103,194

Total Funds £76,786 £1,808,786 £1,885,572 £1,683,716

*includes a generous legacy    **sponsorship funds returned to churches
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A much-needed new roof for Holy Trinity, Stapleton
Holy Trinity, Stapleton is a noble grade II* church, not far to the 
north of the centre of Bristol. Designed by John Norton, who was 
the architect of the National Trust property, Tyntesfield in North 
Somerset, the church is a fine example of Victorian architecture 
in the Decorated gothic style. The 170 feet spire is a splendid 
landmark. 

The church was completed in 1857, and amazingly, the original 
roof coverings had soldiered on ever since. The whole church 
has been reroofed since 2015, and the total cost has been about 
£260,000. Faced with a project of that scale, at least one member 
of the PCC declared the 
task to be impossible! 
Meanwhile buckets were 
becoming necessary as 
the leaks gathered pace. 

With a great deal of 
determination, and with 
not a few setbacks en 
route, the impossible 
has been achieved. This 
view from the tower top 
gives an idea of the size 
of the building and the 
complexity of the roofs 
and valley gutters. 

Our Grants to Churches in 2019
Ashchurch
St Nicholas

Re-slate north side of nave roof
£1,000

Didbrook 
St George

Repairs to tower and rehang bells
£7,000

Rangeworthy
Holy Trinity

Renew heating system
£4,000

Stonehouse
St Cyr 

Repairs to chancel internal walls
£2,000

Old Sodbury
St John the Baptist

Re-roof aisles, also stonework repairs etc 
£7,000

Rudford
St Mary

Stonework repairs to west wall
£2,000

Up Hatherley
SS Philip & James

Repairs to roofs, rainwater goods, stonework etc
£9,000

Slimbridge
St John the Evangelist

Repairs to clearstory windows
£2,000

Marshfield
St Mary 

Conservation of C18 tower clock
£2,500

Elkstone
St John 

Re-hang bells
£5,000

Downend
Christ Church

Repairs to gable of church hall
£1,000

Temple Guiting
St Mary

Reordering west end of church (top up)
£6,000

Mangotsfield
St James

Major reordering for new WC etc
£5,000

Filton
St Andrew Methodist

Major reordering of worship space
£4,000

Bishops Cleeve
St Michael & All Angels

Reordering Phase 2A: new storage etc
£3,500

Leckhampton
SS Philip & James

Development programme
£10,000

Three grants totalling 
£21,500 (2016-19)

www.ghct.org.uk/grants

June 2019 Grants
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Our Grants to Churches in Dec 2019

Stapleton
Holy Trinity

Reroofing chancel and vestry
£10,000

Arlingham 
St Mary the Virgin

Structural survey and opening up roof 
£3,000

Longhope
All Saints 

Architects fees for major repairs 
£2,000

Olveston
St Mary 

Major repairs to tower 
£10,000

Cheltenham
Christ Church

Renewal of boilers and asbestos removal
£4,000

Gloucester
Cathedral 

Masonry repairs to north choir ambulatory
£10,000

Abenhall
St Michael

Repairs to masonry and roof
£4,500

Highnam
Holy Innocents 

Repairs to roof and rainwater goods
£8,500

Gloucester
Christ Church

Emergency scaffolding and surveys  
£7,000

Gloucester
St Oswald

Urgent repairs to rainwater goods
£3,500

Owlpen
Holy Cross

Overhaul organ   
£3,000

Stinchcombe
St Cyr

Rebuild table tomb
£1,000

Stoke Orchard 
St James  

Environmental survey of wall paintings
£1,500

Twyning
St Mary Magdalene

Addition of oak canopy to ringer’s door
£1,000

Hawkesbury 
St Mary  

Repairs to tower and rehanging bells 
£3,000

Stow on the Wold 
Our Lady & St Kenelm

Provision of w.c. and parish office 
£3,500

Frampton on Severn
St Mary 

Install audio visual equipment and screen
£1,500

Gloucester
St George

Replace windows and toilets in church centre
£4,500

Our new Chairman – 
Colin Senior
We are delighted that Colin Senior has 
agreed to take up the role of Chairman 
of the Trust when Nick Talbot Rice steps 
down after the AGM in June.

Colin was brought up in Gloucestershire 
and has lived near Stroud for over 30 years. He has always been 
interested in churches, particularly those from the Gothic Revival 
and the Arts & Crafts movement. After a career in banking, he served 
on the board of the Civil Aviation Authority and as a lay member on 
three financial Tribunals. More recently he chaired a group of London-
based alms-houses as well as the Finance Committee of a chamber 
orchestra. Colin and his wife, Ann, have three grown-up children and 
four grandchildren.

To apply for a grant 
visit our website where 
you can read the handy 
FAQs and download an 
application form.

www.ghct.org.uk/grants

December 2019 Grants
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A record year for 
Ride+Stride  
in Gloucestershire!

Ride+Stride is the annual fundraising event for the Trust, which 
encourages cyclists, walkers and horse riders to visit and enjoy the 
wide range of Churches in Gloucestershire, South Gloucestershire 
and North Bristol. Participants, representing their local church,  
are sponsored and the money they raise goes towards the Trust’s 
grant funds. Participating churches receive 50% of the sponsorship 
monies they collect.

The spirit of the event is summed 
up by the comments of one of the 
riders taking part for the first time 
in 2019: 
“It was a very good ride, in the  
most beautiful weather and,  
for me, very educational, visiting 
20 churches and meeting so many 
friendly people. The welcomes and 
refreshments along the way were 
wonderful, with some especially 
good flapjacks!’’

There were 189 cyclists, 114 walkers and 4 horse riders in this 
year’s event. A further 24 participants used motorised transport. 
The total raised was £50,930 (including gift aid and subject to audit), 
a 15% increase compared with 2018 and the impressive total of 
£20,756 was returned to participating churches! We are grateful to 
all who contributed to the total raised and a very big thank you to 
Ride+Stride co-ordinator Glenn Duff for all his hard work. We will 
miss you!

2019’s £1,000+ contributors 
were:
Coln St. Aldwyn £2,870
Duntisbourne Abbots £2,556
Great Witcombe £2,253
Westbury Park £2,049
Kingswood £1,870
Down Ampney £1,849
Didbrook £1,549
Stapleton £1,064
Tewkesbury Abbey £1,012
Dowdeswell £1,000

Be inspired by Charlotte’s Ride+Stride 
story!
Alex and Charlotte Reeves of Charlotte’s 
Tandems took part in the 2019 
Ride+Stride and successfully beat their 
2018 record of visiting 20 churches  
and chapels on their route!

The duo are members of the family 
which set up the charity Charlotte’s 
Tandems aimed at people with 
disabilities who are unable to cycle 
safely unaccompanied. Charlotte, who 
has autism, was the inspiration for the 
charity. Her parents, Kate and Alex, 
set it up when they saw how happy Charlotte became when cycling 
and realised that tandem cycling could be beneficial to others with 
disabilities.

Charlotte and Alex had a great time again in 2019. Alex said  
“We love exploring lanes that we wouldn’t normally ride (or drive) 
down and visiting churches that we didn’t know existed. The bonus  
is a chocolate biscuit at a church in the middle of nowhere!”

Many families like Alex and Charlotte take part in Ride+Stride each 
year and the Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust relies on this 
dedicated support. If you would like to take part in this great family 
event, head to the Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust website 
www.ghct.org.uk in order to find out more. There are lots of great 
ways you can get involved in our next Ride+Stride including being 
sponsored on the day for travelling between churches, acting as  
a welcome party at a church or holding your own sponsored event 
after Ride+Stride takes place.
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Ride+Stride is supported by The National 
Churches Trust and in partnership with 
county based local churches trusts. 
Ride+Stride opens the doors to some of 
England’s most rare and unusual churches, 
chapels and meeting houses.

ExploreChurches is a website 
supported by the National 
Churches Trust which is 
designed to make it easy for 
everyone to discover the 
wonder of the UK’s sacred 
heritage. Is your church 
registered on the site? 

To find out more visit  
www.explorechurches.org

The National Churches Trust is the charity for people who love 
church buildings. 

Find out more at www.nationalchurchestrust.org

Due to the current 
pandemic, you will not 
be surprised that there is 
uncertainty regarding this 
year’s Ride+Stride event 
planned for 12th September 
2020. We are liaising 
closely with the National 
Ride+Stride committee and, 
taking their advice, delaying 
preparations for 2020.  
We are hoping there will 
still be an event possibly in 
a revised form. Please go to 
our website for updates at  
www.ghct.org.uk/ride-and-
stride

Making faces at Gloucester Cathedral
We made a grant in December 2019 towards Gloucester 
Cathedral’s huge repair project on the Norman masonry of the 
North Ambulatory. 

A great deal has been 
achieved, including 
the removal of much 
hard cement pointing, 
which was ugly as well 
as damaging to the 
stonework. 

An exciting feature 
of the project is the 
creation of six entirely 
new gargoyles, which will 
help the building cope 
with the heavier rainfall 

which is becoming more common as the climate changes. Each 
gargoyle represents a different civil district of Gloucestershire. One 
of the first to appear was this splendid Forest of Dean free miner.  

This is the first time 
in the forty-year 
history of the Trust 
that we have made  
a substantial grant 
to the Cathedral. 

Grant £10,000
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Helping St Oswald’s church in a deprived 
community of Gloucester
Often referred to as St Oswald’s, Coney Hill, this is a church which 
will not feature in any coffee table book on England’s parish 
churches. Nevertheless it is a well built listed church of 1938/39 
by Ellery Anderson of Cheltenham. The style has been desribed  
as ‘Early Christian’, with its round arches and simple shapes.  
It’s a world away from the Gothic Revival work which was the 
norm only a couple of decades earlier. The church serves a former 
Council housing estate, with serious socio-economic problems. 

Proper maintenance of a building of this sort is a first rate 
investment for the future, so that it may continue to minister to  
its local community. The Trust was glad to contribute £3,500 to  
the repair of the roof and improvement of the rainwater goods.

An interesting feature can be 
seen from the drone photo. 
The tower roof was originally 
provided with guttering,  
which takes water to an 
internal downpipe. This 
arrangement is virtually 
impossible to maintain at 
such a height, and a section 
of guttering has fallen onto 
the roof below. The simple 
solution is to remove it 
altogether and allow the rain 
to drain off to the ground. 

Grant £3,500

The bells ring again at St Peter’s Church,  
Newnham-on-Severn
In our last annual review, we 
reported on this complex and 
very well-planned project 
for renewing the bells at 
Newnham. The image here 
shows volunteers dismantling 
the old bell frame. This was 
the nut that just wouldn’t 
shift! It was great to receive an end-of-project report, of which the 
following headlines are a measure of real success:

• Sunday service ringing resumed after a gap of 25 years
• The clock chimes, carillon, and hand chiming apparatus are 

working again 
• 1600 hours of work by twenty volunteers kept the costs down
• Bell ringers have had teacher-training to enable them to instruct 

novices 
• Two open tower days resulted in six new learners 
• The local primary school is running a project about the bells
• There is a weekly after school Bells Club
• A belfry camera shows live video of the bells in the ringing room
• There is a simulation system for bell practice, so that the bells 

can be rung with no noise outside, but virtual bell sounds inside 
the ringing room 

The secret of success here was a strong project committee, and 
first-class planning and communication. Overall, the project took 
five years to plan and execute, and the total cost was £157,400. 

Grant of £7,500 towards total cost 
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Stow on the Wold, Our Lady and St Kenelm Church

Grant of £3,500

www.ghct.org.uk/grants

The small Catholic church 
at Stow dates from 1836 
and was built as a Church of 
England school. It became 
a Catholic church in 1918. 
The church is within the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Clifton but is almost an 
island as Burford, Broadway 
and Chipping Norton Catholic 
parishes lie within the 
Archdiocese of Birmingham. 

The inclusion of St Kenelm 
in the dedication recalls the 
boy-king martyr of the Anglo-
Saxon kingdom of Mercia, 
the chief centre of which was 
Winchcombe.

Its facilities will be greatly 
enhanced with a new loo 
and a parish office. The work 
should be complete by the 
middle of 2020. 

We’d love you  
to help us!
The Trust relies upon the support of volunteers. 
Looking after our region’s church buildings is 
expensive and time-consuming work. By supporting 
GHCT with a little of your time, you can play a part in 
conserving our historic churches and chapels for future 
generations to enjoy. There are various ways you can assist 
from general volunteering to joining our council or taking part 
in sponsored riding or walking for our annual Ride+Stride event.

Below are just some of the areas where extra help would give us  
a tremendous boost!

Grants Follow-Up: Keeping a check on what is happening with our 
grant money at different churches so we can learn lessons and 
generate stories for our marketing and PR. 

Photographer/Picture Librarian: Increasing the range and number of 
images and capturing topical photos of projects we are supporting 
plus helping us to store and manage the photos in the cloud.

General Administration: Good Microsoft Office skills and general 
computer knowledge to help manage our increasing administration 
needs.

All these roles are just examples of where you could help if you 
have a passion for preserving churches. Even if you just have the 
enthusiasm, get in touch as we may be able to put your skills and 
experience to work to help the Trust. All the work of the Trust 
is voluntary, but we pay necessary expenses and mileage to any 
members who wish to claim them.

www.ghct.org.uk/support/volunteer
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A legacy could be easier than  
you think!
Not sure about how to give 
to charity in your will? There 
are various services available 
that do much of the work for 
you such as the Charities Aid 
Foundation Legacy Service. 
Leaving a charitable legacy can 
be complex, which is why CAF 
offers a flexible way to leave 
one gift in your will to benefit as 
many charities as you like. CAF 
also offer expert advisors who 
can help you select charities, 
or charitable causes, that are 
important to you, such as GHCT. 

Then they make it easy to list 
the charities or charitable causes 
in your Letter of Wishes and 
the amount each is to receive. 
You can revise your wishes at 
any time: the CAF will act on 
the most recent instructions 
they have at the time of your 
death. Jonathan and his wife 
set up their wills in this way 
over twenty years ago and have 
revised their charity legacy 
wishes more than once since 
then - with no need to revise  
the wills themselves! 

Find out more at 
www.cafonline.org/charities/legacies

Why I am leaving a gift  
to GHCT in my will
After providing for those you love, leaving a gift 
in your will is a very personal way to make a 
lasting difference to a cause you care about.

If you or your family are from the historic county 
of Gloucestershire, it’s likely that many of your 
ancestors have been baptised, married or had their funerals in one or 
more of our wonderful local churches or chapels. With your help we 
can continue to maintain this heritage for future generations.

Preserving our church heritage
Since the start of our work in 1981, the GHCT has become the first 
port of call for the Gloucestershire church appeal treasurer. We have 
a simple and helpful application process and our grant will often be 
the first success for a church appeal. We know the arrival of our grant 
letter is a huge encouragement to volunteers seeking funding!

A gift for the future
The care of our church buildings has been an important part of my 
life, and it is good to know that the gift in my will to GHCT will help 
maintain our churches for future generations.

Jonathan MacKechnie-Jarvis  
Grants Secretary  
and Trustee
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A prayer for the work of the Trust 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for all the churches 

 in our county where your word is proclaimed week by week.  
We pray for all the people who look after them and  
who use them to extend the work of your kingdom.

We thank you too for the generosity of all those  
who have given money and effort to build up the funds  

now set apart for the work of the Trust.  

Grant us your wisdom in our decisions and your  
special blessing on the congregations in those places  

where our grants are being sought.  

Amen.
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