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Grant Applications
Guidance notes: revised edition November 2025

Before you start
Before you start work on your application, please read these notes carefully.

If you are new to grant applications for church buildings, may we draw your attention to the very helpful advice on the Diocese of Gloucester website.   Much of this material is applicable to all church denominations.  Go to:
Church Buildings: Grants and Fundraising – Diocese of Gloucester

If in doubt on any point, please email the GHCT Grants Secretary, 
Dr Ray Singleton, grants@ghct.org.uk  
  

Is your Church eligible?
In principle GHCT will help any church that is in use for Christian worship in Gloucestershire, South Gloucestershire or the City of Bristol, north of the River Avon.

We cannot help closed churches or private chapels, or school or hospital chapels. 

Due to the high demand for grants, we can only accept one application per church/chapel per 12-month period.

Is your project eligible?
We can help with repairs and improvement projects subject to certain limitations:

· We will fund repair projects but not minor or routine maintenance 
· Repairs must be specified and directed by an architect or surveyor with appropriate conservation training.
· For Church of England churches, application must be made to the DAC for a faculty or approval under List B.    Similar provisions apply for other exempt denominations such as Roman Catholic and Methodist and you must make it clear how far the approval process has progressed. 
· We will consider grants towards exceptional professional costs in advance of a major project, for example a conservation report.   We do not help with the cost of a routine quinquennial survey.
· The church must be adequately insured and properly maintained.

What does the GHCT need to know?
We need to be very clear about:
· The cost of your project, and ...
· How much you have in hand or promised and how much future fundraising you plan to carry out. The funding gap is the total project cost minus the total confirmed income minus the future fundraising planned.
· We need to know as clearly as possible how you plan to close the gap, and 
· When you expect to start work   

What if your work has been started or completed?
You can still apply even if you have made a start on your project.   If the project has been completed and paid for, we will still consider a retrospective application, but this will depend particularly on your financial position, in relation to that of other pressing cases.    

Your support for GHCT
We expect applicant churches to commit to a regular annual donation to the work of the Trust, and/or to raise funds by taking part in our annual Ride+Stride event in September.  
Applicant churches which support the work of the Trust will be given priority, and grants offered will reflect this. Churches which do not currently support the Trust are still free to apply, but will not be given priority.

Your application
All applications must be in electronic form.   If this creates difficulty e.g. with certain of your attachments, please let the Grants Secretary know. 

Please make sure you submit everything asked for in the checklist, supplying as much information as you think we need, bearing in mind the questions above.

Applications will be acknowledged as soon as possible by email. 

Deadlines 
The Grants Committee normally meets on the first Mondays of June and December.   The deadlines are 30th April and 31st October.  

After the Grants meeting
We aim to contact applicants very soon after the meeting.   

Grant offers will normally be valid for one year from the date of the meeting.   When you are ready to start work, you will need to contact our treasurer with the BACS details of the church account to which the payment is to be made.   We cannot pay to any third party, nor to associated church groups such as “Friends” organisations.   
If you are unable to start the work within a year, you will need to reapply, giving a clear update especially as to your latest financial position.
The above notes cannot cover all contingencies.   If you have any questions or problems about your application, please get in touch.  
 


 Checklist of attachments
· If you feel it helpful, please attach a covering letter giving any additional and relevant information about your church and your project.
· The most recent accounts, even if these have not yet been audited. If unaudited accounts have to be sent, the latest set of audited accounts must also be sent.
· If you have a Friends organisation or other related charity dedicated to supporting your church, please also send its latest accounts.  
· Details of the work. Please send enough detail for us to be able to grasp what is proposed.
· Photographs relevant to the application. 
· Please submit in electronic form to grants@ghct.org.uk
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